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Life-Giving Churches Series #2 Sunday, January 13, 2008 
Life-Giving Churches Receive & Rejoice in Biblical Preaching 2 Timothy 3:15-4:4   
 

Turn in your Bible to 2 Timothy 3:15-4:4 
15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,17 that the man of God may be competent, equipped for 
every good work.  
1 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his 
appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, 
with complete patience and teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but 
having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will turn away from 
listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 
 

Last week in Acts 2 we saw how God birthed the church & that the church was a life-giving church.   
 It was a Life-giving Church in that it was used by God to lead people to personal faith in Christ.  
 Acts 2:42 notes it was devoted to 4 things: Apostolic teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread & prayer. 
 We saw that being devoted to the Ôbreaking of breadÕ was a reference to their devotion to Jesus Christ.   
 They treasured Jesus & remembered Him through the LordÕs Supper in formal/informal settings. 
 Treasuring Jesus was seen in their being Spirit-filled, bold-witnessers, Ôin-communityÕ & God-channels.   
 

Today we want to see what it means that this LIFE-GIVING church was devoted to the Apostles teaching. 
Answer Three Questions… 
 1.   What is the apostolic teaching that life-giving churches are devoted to? 
 2. Why are life-giving churches devoted to the apostolic teaching found in the New Testament?   
 3. Why do life-giving churches receive and rejoice in Biblical preaching?  
 
1.   What is the apostolic teaching that life-giving churches are devoted to? 
 

 A.  Apostolic teaching is the authoritative teaching that the apostles gave while they were alive  
  and is recorded in the New Testament for us today--completely contained in the New Testament. 
 

 B. Apostolic teaching is found in…. 
   PeterÕs messages in Acts 2:14-39;  3:12-26;  4:8-12É      PaulÕs messages in 13:16-41É  
   Gospel writersÉ ApostleÕs lettersÉ 
 

 C. Apostolic teaching is recorded for us in God’s Word—both the Old and New Testaments. 
2 Timothy 3:15-16 Òand how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings 
(Old Testament), which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All 
Scripture is breathed out by GodÉÓ 
1 Thessalonians 2:13 the Apostle Paul said, ÒAnd we also thank God constantly for this, that when 
you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but 
as what it really is, the word of God, which is at work in you believers.Ó 
2 Peter 3:15-16  ÒAnd count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul 
also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, 16 as he does in all his letters when he speaks 
in them of these matters. There are some things in them that are hard to understand, which the 
ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures.” 

 

2. Why are life-giving churches devoted to the apostolic teaching found in the New Testament?   
 A.   To know God--God reveals Himself to us through the Scriptures-includes apostolic teaching. 

2 Timothy 3:16 "All Scripture is inspired by God."  
God chose to speak & reveal himself to us & interpret his deeds in history by inspiring written words  
That's what "scripture" means: writings. All the Scripture-all the writings are inspired, God-breathed.  

  2 Timothy 3:15  acquainted with the sacred writings which are able to make you wise for salvation 
  John 17:3; 1 John 1:1-4; 5:20 
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 B.   To be changed by God--God accomplishes His work by His Word. 
1.  Jesus simply spoke and…      seas were calmed (Mark 4:39), fevers were cooled (Luke 4:39), 

demons were cast out (Mark 1:25), sins were forgiven (Mark 2:10), blind received their sight 
(Luke 18:42), and the dead were raised (Luke 7:14).  

2. God blesses those who delight/meditate on His Word (Ps. 1:1-3) 
3. God brings about the new birth in believing sinners through His Word. 

1 Peter 1:23 "You have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that 
is, through the living and enduring word of God."  
God uses the His Word, specifically the message of the Gospel along with the working of the 
Holy Spirit to bring about new life in a believing sinnerÕs life.    

4. God reawakens our faith by His Word. 
Romans 10:17 "So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ"  

5. God is still working by his Word. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 "All Scripture is inspired by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man 
of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work."  

1) Teaching: doctrine: how to believe & behave   3) Correction: shows us how to get back on track   
2) Reproof: stops us when we drift                        4) Training: reveals goodness of righteousness.  

 

3. Why do life-giving churches receive and rejoice in Biblical preaching?  
 You might be thinking, ÔI agree that GodÕs Word is important but why is the preaching of it important?Õ  
 Why not just read the Bible for ! hour or have small group discussions or have lessons on itÉ 
 

A. Paul commands Timothy to preach the Word. 
Paul answers this question in his firm and important exhortation to Timothy in 2 Timothy 4:1-2  
ÒI (solemnly) charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and 
the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching.Ó 

 

B. There is a Biblical precedent for explaining the Scriptures (preaching) in public worship.  
1.   OT:  Nehemiah 8:6-8, ÒAnd Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people 

answered, "Amen, Amen," lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the 
LORD with their faces to the groundÉ the Levites, helped the people to understand the Law, 
while the people remained in their places. They read from the book, from the Law of God, 
clearly, and they gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading.Ó  
Three things happened:   

1)  They read the law (told them what is says).   
2)  They gave the sense of what they read (what it means)   
3)  They helped the people understand the reading for their own lives (how to apply it).  

2.  NT: Typical synagogue pattern: read the Word, give an interpretation and application of it.  
Luke 4:16ff, Jesus came to Nazareth early in his ministry and entered the synagogue on the 
Sabbath and read from the prophet Isaiah about his own coming, and then sat down and began 
his interpretation: "Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing" (Luke 4:21).  

 

C. The essence of Biblical worship demands the preaching of God’s Word.   Jn. 4:23-24 
ÒBut the hour is coming, and I snow her, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit 
and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship Him.  God is spirit and those who 
worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.Ó 
Biblical worship: God wants you to understand Him AND He wants you to delight in Him!   
God is glorified not only by our seeing His glory but by our rejoicing in His glory!  

We do not worship God by just seeing His glory but by rejoicing and delighting in it. 
God wants His glory to be received by our whole soul:  by our understanding and by our heart. 

 There are always two parts to true worship: Seeing & Savoring God. You can't separate these.  
You must see him to savor him. And if you don't savor him when you see him, you insult him.  
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*Understanding must be the foundation of feeling or all you have is baseless emotionalism.  
*But understanding God that doesn't give rise to feelings for God is intellectual deadness.  
 God commands us to think, consider, meditate, remember AND  
 God commands us to rejoice, fear, mourn, delight & be glad in Him!  

 

D. Preaching unites the two aspects of worship, in the way it is done & in its purpose. 
1. PREACH  "Preach the word,"É"preach" is a word for "herald" "announce" "proclaim". 
 It is not a simple word for teach or explain.  
 It is what a town crier did: "Hear ye, Hear ye, Hear ye!  
  The King has a proclamation of good news for all those who swear allegiance to his throne.  
  Be it known to you that he will give eternal life to all who trust and love his Son."  

Heralding is "exultation.Õ not disinterested or cool or neutral. It is passionate about what it says.  
 

2. THE WORD  "Preach the word.Ó  What word?  Any word? 
The word is the logosÉGod Himself (Jn 1:1) & God’s written inspired words (2 Tim. 3:16) 

Exalt Jesus Christ!  Rejoice in Him!  Delight in Him!  See Him!  Savor Him!   
Exalt in what God has said about Himself and His purposes and His waysÉ 

 2 Cor. 4:5-6 
2 Tim. 4:1-2 "Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort,  

with great patience and instruction."   It is faithful exposition (explanation) of God's Word.  
Expository Preaching: Spirit-empowered passionate telling of Biblical truth: Bible inspired thoughts! 

Preaching deals with the Word of God. True preaching is not the opinions of a mere man.  
To treasure the Truth, and to love the Truth, and be impassioned about the Truth, and to exult  
in the Truth, you have to know the Truth--exultation is in proportion to the Truth delivered. 

2 Tim. 2:15, "Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does  
not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth."  
Preaching is handling accurately the Word of truth.  
You can never twist or exploit the Word to increase the emotional response of the people. 
Preaching must be founded on the exposition of the WordÑ if notÑ you cut off your head. 
Preaching must also be fired up with Spirit-given exultationÑ if notÑ you rip out your heart. 
 

 WARNING & DANGER… 
2 Timothy 4:3-4 ÒFor the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but 
having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 
and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.Ó 

 

The preaching of God’s Word is important because Biblical preaching (expository exultation) seeks to 
move your mind to see and know Christ and to engage your heart to delight in and submit to Christ.  
 Expository exultation has as its aim not just seeing God, but also savoring God.  
 Biblical preaching must teach our minds GodÕs Word and excite our hearts with deep love for Christ. 
 Preaching is not a mere work of man. It is a gift and work of the Holy Spirit.  
 It happens most and best where a people are praying and spiritually prepared for it.  
Martin Luther explained what Biblical preaching must be when he saidÉÒBecause heresies threatened 

the living apostolic message, it had to be recorded in a book to protect it from falsification. 
Preaching reverses this process of conservation again, allowing the Scriptures of the past to become 
the tidings of the present . . . The Gospel has been committed to lifeless paper; fresh words can 
transform it into glad tidings again.Ó Scripture turned into glad tidings! 

 
SO WHAT? 
1.   I (Pastor Kevin) commit to be used by the Spirit to Expository Exultation – APTAT 1Cor.2:1-5 
2. Pray for Pastor Kevin as he prepares and then expository exults God’s Word each week.  
3.   Prepare yourself to receive and rejoice in God’s Word that is preached in corporate worship. 
4.   Create an appetite for exulting in God’s Word by daily reading/meditating on it. 
5.   Strengthen your inner man by abiding in Word (Jn. 15:7) & submitting to Jesus (Eph. 3:16f) 
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How to Prepare Your Mind and Heart to Receive & rejoice in God’s Word on Sunday? 
Luke 8:18 “Take heed then how you hear; for to him who has will more be given, and from him who has not, even 
what he thinks that he has will be taken away.Ó  (Adapted from a talk given by John Piper: www.desiringgod.org) 
 

1.  Ask God to give you a good and honest heart.  
 The heart we need is a work of God. ThatÕs why we pray for it. ÒI will give you a new heartÓ (Ezekiel 36:26). ÒI 

will give them a heart to know MeÓ (Jeremiah 24:7). Pray ÒLord, give me a heart for you. Give me a good and 
honest heart. Give me a soft and receptive heart. Give me a humble and meek heart. Give me a fruitful heart.Ó  

 

2.  Meditate on God’s Word. 
 Psalm 34:8 ÒO taste and see that the LORD is good.Ó On Saturday night, read some delicious portion of your 

Bible with a view to stirring up hunger for God. This is the appetizer for Sunday morningÕs meal.  
 

3.  Purify your mind by turning away from worldly entertainment.   
 James 1:21 ÒPutting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word 

implanted, which is able to save your souls.Ó Choose not to watch empty, trivial, titillating, suggestive, immodest 
TV shows that most unbelievers watch. This makes us small and weak and worldly and inauthentic in worship. 
Instead, turn off the television and read something true and great and beautiful and pure and honorable and 
excellent and worthy of praise (Philippians 4:8). Your heart will un-shrivel and be able to feel greatness.  

 

4.  Rest long enough Saturday night to be alert & hopeful Sunday morning.  
 1 Corinthians 6:12 ÒAll things are lawful for me, but I will not be enslaved by anything.Ó   
 DonÕt allow anything on Saturday night ruin Sunday morning worship. Without sufficient sleep: our minds are 

dull, our emotions are flat, & our energy is low.  Decide when you must get up on Sunday to have time to eat, get 
dressed, pray& meditate on the Word, prepare the family and travel to church. Compute backward eight hours and 
try to be in bed by then.  Read your Bible and fall asleep with the Word of God in your mind. Parents teach your 
teenagers that Saturday is not the night to stay out late with friends. Make Friday not Saturday a possible late 
night. DonÕt teach your children that worship is so optional it doesnÕt matter if you are exhausted when you come.  

 

5.  Forebear with others on Sunday morning without grumbling or criticizing.  
 Psalm 106:25 ÒThey grumbled in their tents; they did not listen to the voice of the LORD.Ó   
 Sunday morning grumbling, controversy and quarreling can ruin a worship service for a family. When there is 

something you are angry about--forebear. If you are the problem and need to apologize, do it as quickly as you 
can (Matthew 5:23-24). In worship, open yourself to GodÕs exposing the log in your own eye. It may be that all of 
you will be humbled and chastened so that no serious conflict is necessary.  

 

6.  Be meek and teachable when you come.  
 James 1:21 ÒPutting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility (meekly) receive the word 

implanted, which is able to save your souls.Ó Humility and teachablility are not gullibility. You have your Bible 
and you have your brain. Use them. But if we come with a chip on our shoulders and a suspicion of the preaching 
we will not hear GodÕs Word. Meekness is a humble openness to GodÕs truth with a longing to be changed by it.  

 

7. Come and pray with others in the prayer room (Before first hour: 8:15-8:50 or second hour: 9:45-10:20) 
 
8.  Be still as you enter the auditorium and focus your mind’s attention & heart’s affection on God.  
 Psalm 46:10 ÒBe still, and know that I am God.Ó As you enter the auditorium, come on the lookout for God, and 

leave on the lookout for people. We will not be an unfriendly church if we are aggressive in our pursuit of God 
during the prelude and aggressive in our pursuit of visitors during the postlude.  

 

9.  Think earnestly about what is sung and prayed and preached.  
 1 Cor. 14:20 ÒBrethren, do not be children in your thinking; yet in evil be infants, but in your thinking be 

mature.Ó   2 Timothy 2:7 ÒThink over what I say, for the Lord will give you understanding in everythingÓ  
 Anything worth hearing is worth thinking about. To take heed how you hear, think about what you hear.  
 
10.  Desire the truth of God’s Word more than riches or food.  
 1 Peter 2:2 ÒLike newborn babies, desire the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to 

salvationÓ  As you sit quietly and pray and meditate on the text and the songs, remind yourself of what Psalm 
19:10-11 says about the Words of God: ÒMore to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter 
also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb.Ó  


